
8th Grade Session 2 MAKE UP  
 
Please plan to do this session with either your sponsor or with a parent.   
 
 

Discuss: 
1. What are the ways we communicate with each other?  
2. What are good ways, what are bad ways?  How are we sometimes good at 

communicating, how do we sometimes miss?  
3. What makes a good communicator? 
4. What makes a good listener? 
5. How does God communicate with us? 

 
Let’s think about how God communicated with a couple different people.   
 
We will start with Abraham.   
 
Abraham, called Abram in the Bible, is one of the first people called by God thousands of years 
ago.  Abram had it all.  He had money, security and power.  The only thing he did not have was 
children, which was important in those times.  Children carried on your name.   
 
Abram was not happy.  He was looking for meaning and fulfilment.   
 
Remember, at that time, people didn’t know one God.  They had gods for all different things.  
Abram was dissatisfied with these false idols, with what others believed.  He needs more, but 
he isn’t sure what he needs. 
 
Abram goes out to the wilderness to “think”  and meets God.   
 
God invites Abraham to a special relationship with him, but he has to leave the old behind to 
risk all to trust God completely and go to a new place.   
 
Abraham responds to God in spite of family opposition and his own natural fears.  He chooses 
to accept the invitation.   
 
Consider moments in Abraham’s life and assess his level of trust in God for each.  (High, 
Medium or Low)  Talk with your partner about why you think Abraham’s trust was High, 
Medium or Low.  
 
Read Gen 12:1-9 
 
Discuss what happened and think about Abraham’s trust level.  
 
 



Read Genesis 12:10-20 
 
Discuss what happened.  Was Abraham’s trust in God high, medium or low.  Why? 
 
 
Read Genesis 17:1-8 
 
Discuss Abraham’s Trust:  High, medium or low 
 
 
Read  Genesis 22: 1-19 
 
Discuss what happened.  What was Abraham’s trust level.   
 
 
Discuss:  In what ways does your own faith journey resemble Abraham’s?  In what ways does it 
differ? 
 
What makes trusting easier or more challenging for Abraham?  What makes trusting easier for 
you?  When do you find it more difficult to trust? 
 
 
 
All spiritual people, even biblical models of faith and saints, find it difficult to trust at times.  
But, faith-filled people keep trying again, with God’s help, even when their trust is challenged.  
Knowing there are similarities between those people and us can reassure us that we can grow 
spiritually despite our doubts.  It can also remind us that God has a call for us, like God did for 
Abraham.  
 
Let’s look at another example.  Moses. 
 

 Maybe you know a bit about Moses’ story.  When Moses was born, Pharoah had commanded 
that every male child be thrown into the river.  So, Moses’ mother hid the baby in a basket and 
the daughter of Pharoah found him and brought him into their home.  When he grew up, he went 
out to his people and saw that they were enslaved.  He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one 
of his kin, and he killed him.  He then fled from Pharoah.   

Moses was an unlikely hero.  He runs away from Egypt to Midian.  He was tending sheep on Mt 
Horeb, the Mountain of God.  

Let’s watch. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7yN6QtedHc 



A few things to note: 
1. The voice calls him by name and he answers “here I am.” 
2. The voice identifies itself and tells him to be at peace. 
3. They enter into a conversation.   
4. Moses asks His name – God.  I am who I am.   Knowing a person’s name at that time 

gave power over that person. 
5. Moses tries to get out of it but God insists and God gives him “tools” or signs, 

knowledge 
6. Moses’ job: 

- To go back to Egypt, even though those who sought his life were dead.  It was a 
great risk 

- To speak with the voice of the Lord their God. (Very scarey for Moses who had a 
stutter) 

- To take the people out of Egypt. 
Moses reaction 
 -he tries to get out of it.  He thought he wasn’t perfect.  He had a speech impediment.  He 
stuttered.  He was actually hiding because he had killed a man.  
- he doubts his experience of God and he doubts himself. 
- he decides to trust God and obey.  He takes the risk.  God takes a chance on each of us.  We 
choose to respond or not. 
 
God can speak to anyone, one does not have to be particularly religious or outwardly holy.   
God knows our hearts. 
What can be more real than a call from God? 
 
What happens?  Moses leads the people out of slavery.  He is a father of our faith.  He wasn’t 
perfect.  He had doubts and questions, but he had faith and he accomplished amazing things, 
with God’s help and guidance. 
 
 
Activity: 
Think about 3 trustworthy people who have shared with them something appealing about God.  
What is inviting about those people’s relationships with God.   
 
Share with each other. 
 
Discuss: 
How do we know how God is calling us?   
How can we listen? 
 
Closing  in prayer 
Complete this form when you are finished: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdX-tupKnETATckeQxPtBl9OFN15-
Vz7vE0_lBoFlYeRISnbw/viewform?usp=sf_link 



 


